INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUN.iL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


UNITED  STATES  OF  nMERIC.*,  ot  al 


JUKI ,  Sadao ,  ot  al 


Ibponent  j  TAKAYAMA ,  RLkoicni 


1.  I  was  a  Staff  Officer  of  tho  37th  Army  in  North  Borneo  from 


September  1944  till  the  termination  of  tho  war, 


My  last  rank  was  Colonol 


Nov/  I  live  at  No.  89,  Mnami-Kuruv/amachi ,  Maobashi-shi ,  Gunma  Brof, 


2«  It  was  about  the  end  of  May  1945  whon  tho  37th  Army  was  Transferred 
from  tho  diroot  control  of  tho  Sbuth  Soas  Ekpoditionary  Army  and  put 
undor  tho-  canmand  of  tho  7th  .rea  Army. 

3*  In  spite  of  the  change  of  command  as  stated  abovo  the  frisetter 
of  war  Camp  of  North  Bornoo  was  directly  controlled  by  tho  Hcadquartors 
of  tho  Sbuth  Soas  Expeditionary  Army  and  was  not  under  tho  control  of  tho 


37th  Army*  Ihe  chief  o'  the  ROW  Cfmp  rcc'-ivcl  ordurs  C.i roc. tiy  from  tho 
Headquarters  and  was  in  cuarga  of  tho  maia^non;  of  K)V''s. 

Ihe  37th  Army  Commander  was  entrusted  v/ith  supply  to  troops  within 
tho  limits  of  tho  rogui onions  of  tho  Coramandcv~in-Chie£  of  tho  Sbuth 
Seas  Bcpoditionary  Aitny  and  v/as  authorized  to  order  tho  chief  of  the 
FOtt  camp  on  nocessary  measures  to  bo  taken  in  case  of  noces3ity  for  guard ( 
air-defenoo,  otc.  in  cornoction  with  tho  duty  of  defense.  It  v/as 
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howover  not  within  this  capacity  to  interfere  in  the  management  ox  — 

POI  camp  or  the  troatnent  of  POV/'s,  the  responsibility  for  which  was 

assumed  by  the  Chief  of  tho  PC V/  Camp. 

4.  .foout  January  191*5  the  Comnander  of  the  37th  .tony  recoivod 
instructions  from  tho  Conmandor-in-Chiof  of  the  South  <* as  Expeditionary 
.-.my  to  move  the  main  forces  of  tho  .tony,  then  stationed  in  the  notth 

east  of  Borneo,  to  tho  wost  coast  of  the  Island, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions,  the  Commander  of  the  37th 

iirmy  ordorodtte  main  forces  stationod  on  tho  oast  Coast  of  Borneo  to 
move  to  tho  west  coast  and  this  order  was  carried  out.  At  the  same  time  : 
ho  ordered  the  transfer  of  FOW*s  of  the  Allied  Forces  in  tho  vicinity 
of  sandakan  to  a  basin  near  Ranan  (phonetic)  from  the  view  point  of 
defence  taking  into  consideration  tho  danger  of  bombings  and  tho 
pressing  food  situation  in  the  Sandakan  District.  Oho  Ranan  area  was 
then  comparatively  safe  and  aolf -sufficient  in  food.  Ihe  transfer  of 
the  SOW'a  wss  carried  out  on  two  occasions  in  Foburary  and  May  1945- 
5.  About  llby  191*5  bombing  by  tho  Allied  Forces  became  so  intense 
that  tho  communication  by  sea  between  North  Bomoo  and  Pier. /n  Indo 
~  cut  off  eud  also  that  by  air  was  in  great 


difficulty. 

Oho  Kbningo  (phonetic)  air-field  was  employed  for  the  use  of  planes 
acting  as  liaison  between  tho  Army  Haadquartors  and  tho  outside  but  it 
took  about  ono  day  to  go  between  tho  Headquarters  and  tho  air-field. 
Although  the  telephone  was  operated  between  the  points,  it  was  frequently 


brokon. 


n 
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Only  radio  was  available  for  tbnmuni cation  with  tho  7th  aroa  army* 
but  tho  apparatus  was  froquontly  brokon  as  tho  machino  had  boon  removed 

t 

from  JESSELTON  just  before  that  tine.  Bosidos  that  owing  to  the  shortago 
of  fuel  and  battarins  communication  aohodulo  hours  wore  groatly  out 
down.  Thus  tho  communication  was  run  in  an  extremoly  inefficient  way  * 
and  was  limited  solely  to  the  matters  of  jaoat  'ut-  ipportahao.> 

Even  this  was  often  intopuptod.  The  situation  grow  worse  as  tho  war  n:rv 

neared  its  end. 

on  this  2  day  of  .’<ug.  1947 
At  1947 

% 

DEPONENT  TAKAYAMA  Hikoiohi  (soal) 

I,  SASAGAU.  Gomoji*  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statomont 
v/as  sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal 
theroto  in  the  presence  of  this  Witness. 

On  tho  same  date, at  tho  sane  place. 

•  •I  4  1.  * 

Witnossi  /S/  SASAGAWA  Gomoji 

OUTH 

# 

In  accordance  with  my  consionco  I  swoar  to  talk  tho  whole  truth  with¬ 
holding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 

/S/  TAKAYAMA  Hikoichi 

/ 
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